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International Artists Day, founded in 2004 by Canadian artist Chris MacClure and 
timed to coincide with Pablo Picasso’s birthday is celebrated on 25 October. This is a 
moment to pause and honour the creative spirit in all its forms. 

What might you do to mark the day? Wander through a gallery (Millhouse is looking 
especially vibrant), try a new technique, play with unfamiliar materials, or simply 
enjoy a relaxed sketching session with a friend. Take a moment to reconnect with the 
joy of making. And as Picasso reminded us-  

“There is only one way to see things, until someone shows us 
how to look at them with different eyes.” 

 

From the Committee 

 Our first meeting with a variety of new committee members went very well. The committee is grateful for 
those members that continued in their roles providing much needed continuity. The committee also 
appreciated the hard work and passion from previous members vacating their positions and passing on 
valuable information and resources.  

We were extremely happy with the way the Spring Exhibition came together and were encouraged with the 
way many members pitched in and assisted with making it successful and look great. 

It is very exciting to have our new website design to officially “go live” during early October. Please check it 
out as it will be a point of repeated contact by everyone using the new members portal facility built into it. 
From here members can access workshop forms, information, exhibition forms, membership information 
and the newsletter.  

The committee is excited also to be working with Karen our new promotions officer to help reach a wider 
audience and promotion of the Art Society.  

We are very happy that both the old air conditioners have been replaced with strong new ones ready for the 
hotter coming season. 

It was with regret that we have found the running of the annual exhibition at the Ulladulla Civic Centre 
during the Christmas period infeasible this year, however we will be investigating something similar for 
Easter 2027.  

We look forward to the Escape Artfest and being one of the main attractions for visitors during the evening 
Milton Gallery Walk on the 9th of October. The whole weekend of the festival will be a great time we can 
promote our gallery and celebrate the wonderful artists that populate it. Pop into the gallery during festival 
time and be encouraged by visitors and art lovers appreciating your work.  

Antony Bunyan- President 



The Art in Action event for escape ARTfest is fast approaching!  
We encourage all members to come along, wear your name badge, and 
be ready to chat with visitors about Millhouse Art Society and the 
wonderful artwork on display in our gallery. 
 
Our Artists will be: 
Anthony Bunyan- 5pm - 7.30pm. Oil painting demonstration in the 
courtyard (or alternatively in the main gallery is weather is poor). 
 
Dianne Gee- 5pm - 5.45pm.  
Pen & Ink demonstration, table in the Gallery. 
 
Sharon Pittaway- 5.45pm - 6.30pm. 
Watercolour demonstration, table in the Gallery. 
 
Lindsey Smith McCulloch - 6.30pm- 7.15pm.  
Watercolour demonstration, table in the Gallery. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owning Your Creative Voice by Joan 
Do you display your own artwork? “Oh no”, you say “I’m not that good” 
How strongly do you trust your own artistic voice? Where do you sit on the self-esteem spectrum? 
Is it arrogant to display your own art? Is it pretentious to showcase your own achievements? 
No, displaying art is part of the artistic process. 
When is it okay for me to say, “I’m an artist”?  
Acknowledging your own worth marks a key step in personal growth.  
If you make art, then you are an artist.           
 
 
 
 
 

Why artists matter- celebrating International Artists Day 

International Artists Day, celebrated on 25 October, is a global tribute to creativity and to the 
people who devote their time to expressing it. Long before written language existed, humans 
communicated through pictorial imagery — a universal visual language that crosses cultural, 
racial and linguistic boundaries. Artists continue that tradition today, using colour, form and 
composition as their vehicle for expression. 

Artists observe closely, translating what they see and feel into visual stories that record culture, 
challenge assumptions, preserve memory, and spark imagination. Their work slows us down, 
inviting us to look more carefully and reconnect with our own experiences. 

For communities like ours, International Artists Day is a chance to pause and appreciate the 
artists and the quiet persistence behind every finished work. It’s a day to celebrate local talent, 
encourage creative expression, and to reflect on the profound impact art has on culture and 
society. 

Artists matter because they help us see the world with greater clarity, curiosity and compassion. 
Through every sketch, brushstroke and creative gesture, they keep culture alive and remind us of 
the beauty found in attention and care. From ancient cave walls to contemporary studios, art has 
always been central to the human experience — capturing stories and preserving worlds that 
could otherwise be lost.                              
             Ann  

“Painting is a way of stopping time” Joan Mitchell 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Book reviews by Joan 
These two books about Drawing could be helpful to beginners, or those wanting to improve their skills. 
 

“Pencil Drawing Techniques” Edited by David Lewis.  
[709.6 LEW] 
This book has excellent instructions and illustrations for 
developing basic skills such as handling a pencil, basic shapes, 
values and forms, perspective, textures, reflections, drawing 
people and landscapes. There are sections on portraits, animals, 
handling watercolours and coloured pencils. 
Even though this is an old book (1984), it is most relevant for a total 
beginner as it is very easy to read and follow. 
 
 

“Intelligent Drawing” By Edward L. Chase [741.1 CHA]  
The book was first published in 1946, and this unabridged edition was republished in 2021. 
As someone who is not formally educated in art, I often found the language too technical and complex.  It was 
also personally irritating because of the Author’s continuous use of the masculine pronoun to refer to the 
reader/artist. An unfortunate result of it being a time capsule.  
The extensive collection of topics is accompanied by very useful diagrams and illustrations by both the author 
and others. For me, the best part of the book is the end section which has critiques of many wonderful 
illustrations of works by many renowned artists and old masters. It is worth acquiring, if only for use as practice 
copying of these beautiful drawings.  
 

 

The Emergence of Impressionism 
Impressionism emerged in France in the 1870s as a bold reaction against the French Academy—the 
powerful institution that controlled artistic training and exhibitions. The Academy favoured smooth, 
idealised paintings of historical, mythological, or religious subjects, all crafted in the studio with meticulous 
finish.  
For young painters like Monet, Renoir, and Pissarro, these rules felt increasingly out of step with modern 
life. Claude Monet led the impressionist movement, his paintings of haystacks, gardens, and water lilies 
revealing how light transforms colour from moment to moment. Renoir had a strong human focus, he 
excelled at intimate domestic scenes, fashion, and the warmth of everyday social life while Camille 
Pissarro documented rural labour and city streets.  
These artists and others turned to the world around them for inspiration. They painted Paris’s boulevards, 
people at leisure by the riverside leisure as well as the gardens, rural villages, cafés, theatres and train 
stations of modern life.  
Other influences on the emergence of Impressionism included practical innovations such as portable paint 
tubes and lightweight easels, which allowed artists to work outdoors and capture scenes directly from 
nature. The invention of the camera also prompted painters to reconsider their role, moving from strict 
representation, it encouraged a shift toward spontaneity, atmosphere, and personal vision. Growing access 
to train travel further expanded their freedom, opening new landscapes and experiences to paint. 
Impressionism remains one of the most recognised and loved art movements, its influence still shaping the 
way we see and celebrate art today.         Ann  
 



              

 
 

 
 
 
              

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know of any upcoming art events? Let us know so we can share it in the newsletter. 
Contact Ann- annm_osullivan@icloud.com or 0429 182 762 and Joan- joanegray49@gmail.com 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 

• Monday 19 October: General Meeting, Millhouse Art Gallery, 1pm 

• 18 September to 8 October : Shoalhaven Art Society Annual Art Exhibition at Berry School of 

Arts 

• October 9-11: EscapeArt Fest, Milton 

• Spring Exhibition runs 31 August - 29 November 

 

 

 

 
Do you want to share your art posts on Millhouse Facebook and Instagram stories? 

Please tag us and I’ll share them. 
Or email me on karenbarbara20@gmail.com with other arty news to share. 

Yours in all things social - Karen Cunningham 
  

The Millhouse Art Society 
 69A Princes Highway, Milton NSW 2538, 02 4455 7211        

millhouse_art@hotmail.com       www.millhouseartsociety.com 
Gallery Open: 10am–4pm Fri, Sat and Sunday. 10am-3pm in Winter & daily in school holidays. 

 

Open 10am-4pm  
Thursday 1pm-4pm 
 

Pyrrole Red is a modern, high-performance bright 
red pigment discovered accidentally in 1974 by a 
chemistry professor at Michigan State University. 
It is valued for its exceptional lightfastness, 
chemical stability, and weather resistance, which 
made it an attractive replacement for traditional 
cadmium reds in both artist materials and 
industrial coatings. It quickly became a major 
automotive pigment and is famously associated 
with the definitive Ferrari red. Non-toxic and 
insoluble in water, Pyrrole Red also mixes cleanly 
with other colours, making it versatile for artists as 
well as manufacturers.    

 

mailto:annm_osullivan@icloud.com
mailto:joanegray49@gmail.com
mailto:karenbarbara20@gmail.com

